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SUSTAINABILITY

Hardwood logs (and softwood logs)
meet a tremendous variety of needs
in North America. A look at this
month’s Crossties cover visually refer-
ences four major product groups that
account for most of the nearly 9 bil-
lion board feet of hardwoods sawn by
sawmills this year. Pallets, ties, mats,
and lumber—so many products, so
much footage, will we run out?

The answer is a resounding NO!
That’s the wonderful aspect of mod-
ern hardwood resource utilization—
sustainability is the very foundation
of our industry. We grow more fiber
than we cut by large margins, but,
more importantly, we saw it, use it
and recycle it responsibly.

Now, RTA members have their
very own Sustainability Verification
Certificate that attests to this fact,
backed by hard data from the
United States Department of
Agriculture, RTA, the Association of
American Railroads, and the Journal
of Transportation Technologies, to
name a few.

If you are a dues-paying RTA
member, a sawmill putting in that
one-penny-per-tie, a railroad user,
a treating company, a recycler of
used ties, even a supplier of
equipment and services to this
industry, you can request RTA
execute this certificate on your
company’s behalf. Post it on your
own website, display it in your
office, hand a copy to a legisla-
tor. You have proof positive that
you are a proud steward of our
great natural resource, the
North American forest.

You’re a vital member of RTA
and a vital contributor to our
economy. You meet the needs
of so many in a way that can be
continued forever. We look
forward to receiving your
request soon! n

www.ties@rta.org

Sustainable?
You Bet!


